THE  ROAD  TO  NIHILISM                                     19

patriarchalism, the restoration of the old orders of nobility, and,
finally, the restoration of the monarchy. On the other side was
the revolution of an "elite" drawn from the masses, determined
to conquer power and to keep it.

THE AIMS  OF NATIONAL SOCIALISM
"Our aims are perfectly clear. The world is only surprised at
our attitude because it does not know us." The German
propaganda leader wrote this, with his characteristic preg-
nancy, on the occasion of Lord Halifax's visit to Germany in
1937. "The aims of National Socialism are being achieved, one
after another. ... It will come. It is coming, bit by bit. We
have time!" he continued. It is true enough that the world still
does not know National Socialism, but it is not correct to say
that the aims of the party were clear. We have to combat two
views, one that the course followed in the Reich was carefully
planned and thought out and directed toward definite objectives
fixed once for all, and the other that National Socialism is
guided on the whole by doctrinaire programme points. There
are many who will contend that National Socialism reveals
a broadly conceived, dogmatically defined philosophy, pos-
sessing absolutely definite doctrines in regard to all human
relations which must be unreservedly accepted by every loyal
citizen. Nevertheless, we must ask: is National Socialism
doctrinaire? It is, of course, beyond question that it is the
product of doctrinaire ideas and that doctrinaire personages
play a part in it to this day. Of much more importance is the
question of the connexion of what was regarded as National
Socialist doctrine with the two elements that characterize the
movement, the irrational passions that undoubtedly play an
important part, and its leading personalities. A sharp distinction